IN THE ABSTRACT: 

ABSTRACT 

The d e v i c e compr i s e s at le ast on e triad of two end carri e rs (1,2) and an 

i nterst i t i a l body (3), th e thre e bodies b ei ng hard and forming an optical channe l with 
a rectilin e ar axis i n the cas e of on e tr i ad of bod i es, or angu l ar l y r e fracted or 
branch e d i n the cas e of mor e than on e tr i ad w i th a common, immovab l e body (1 , or 
2 or 3). On e of the e nd bod i es (1 or 2) and the i nterst i t i a l body (3) are connected by 
a spat i al h i nge, wh il e th e other end body (2 or 1 ) and the i nterstit i al body (3) are 
conn e cted in a common sl i p p l ane. The contact surfaces of the h i nge ar e e i ther a 
part of a concav e sph e re (8) and a base of a c i rcu l ar cy l inder (9), or a part of a 
concave cy li nd e r (10) and a base of a paralle l epip e d (11) or cub e (12), or a part of a 
concav e e l lipso i d (13) and of an e ll iptic cyl i nder (14). Each concave surface (8, 10, 
13) has a centre (0) or a centra l axis (O'-O') d i spos e d ei th e r between the hinge 
bod i es or i n on e of the end bod i es or outs i de the three bodi e s. Each of the bodies 
connected in a s li p plane has a frontal contact plane (15) transversa l to the ax i s 
th e reof. The movable bod ie s are conn e cted and locked by the same coup li ng and 
l ocking screws (4,5) arranged by groups and situated in one of th e two bod i es of 
each tr i ad. Th e ax e s of the screws of the two groups ar e mutua ll y crossing and/or 
perpend i cu l ar l y i ntersecting. 

A device for interconnectin g o ptical units includes three elements, namely a 

pair of carriers and an intermediate body having passages defining an optical path in 
the device. At least two of the three elements contains an optical unit. A hinge 
connects one of the carriers to the other carrier and/or the intermediate body for 
changing the shape and possibly the length of the optical path through the device. 
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One of the carriers or the intermediate body is slidable transversely of the other 
elements for also changing alignment of the elements and consequently of optical 
units mounted therein. 
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